
Violinist and Creative Artist

Internationally acclaimed violinist Shem Guibbory is an award winning soloist and chamber musician, and a creator of mixed-media performance art.  

Through his company Innovative Music Programs, founded in 2002, he has developed a series of imaginative programs that reflect his desire to develop an expressive performance language derived from the intrinsic unity of the Arts.

With co-authors director Margaret Booker and writer Robert Schenkkan, he created the musical fable A Night at the Alhambra Café, an unusual blend of theater and music that features a boundary-free musical environment.
Mr. Guibbory's current performance works include the music programs Journey of 100, Evolution of a 21st Century Violinist, Music & Images: Enesco and Laytin. (click here); in development is a new performance work featuring Russian/American artist Grisha Bruskin and Irish/American painter Timothy Hawkesworth entitled "Accidental Heroes".  

His latest CD, Voice of the People (2010), received excellent reviews - it combines Gabriela Lena Frank’s Peruvian-influenced music with Dimitri Shostokovich’s Sonata For Violin And Piano, Op.137 (1968).

Since 1992, Mr. Guibbory has been a member of the first violin section of the Metropolitan Opera Orchestra and has appeared as soloist with the New York Philharmonic, the Beethoven Halle Orchestra, the Kansas City Symphony and the Symphony of the New World.  He was the original violinist in the Steve Reich Ensemble - his recording of Violin Phase on the ECM label has become an American classic of avant-garde music - and has performed recitals and chamber music throughout the U.S., Canada, and Europe.  He has also recorded five CDs with Anthony Davis, including Maps, a violin concerto commissioned by the Kansas City Symphony; other recordings are on ECM, Gramavision, Opus 1, DG, Albany, Bridge, CRI and MSR Classics.  

Mr. Guibbory has received fellowships from the Rockefeller Foundation (Bellagio), the Virginia Center for the Creative Arts, and Spain’s Centre por Ars y Natura.  He has been a faculty member of the Bennington Chamber Music Conference for three decades, during which time he served as Music Director for nine consecutive years.  As Music Director he has twice been honored with the ASCAP/CMA Award for Adventurous Programming.

A graduate of the California Institute of the Arts, he has served as co-chair of the Special Projects Committee of the CalArts Alumni Association (2005-2009) and was one of the lead artistic producers of West Goes East, a 30-year retrospective of CalArts alumni performances which sold out its four New York City performances.   He presently serves on the Board of Directors of the Recording Musicians' Association, NY Chapter (2011 - present).


